
 

 

Minutes 
STATE SOIL CONSERVATION BOARD MEETING 

9:00 a.m. - 1 p.m.  Tuesday, March 13, 2007 
Huntington Service Center 

2040 Riverfork Dr. West 
Huntington, IN  46750 

SSCB Attendance: 
Warren Baird 
Jim Cherry  
Larry Clemens 
Gary Conant 
Bob Eddleman 
Nola Gentry 
Bill Mann 
 
Audience Attendance: 
Doug Walker, ISDA 
Ed Sprunger, ISDA 
Ted McCammon, ISDA 
Matt Patton, NRCS 
Tyler Martindale, NRCS 
Cassandra Vondran, ISDA 
Joe Updike, NRCS 
Scott Trennepohl, ISDA 
Sherm Bryant, Koscuisko SWCD 
Jon Roberts, Koscuisko SWCD 
Barry Bortner, NRCS 

Dave Lefforge, ISDA 
Troy Hinkle, Knox SWCD 
Ray Chattin, Knox SWCD 
Joe Carroll, Huntington SWCD 
Jim Lake, ISDA 
Julie Harrold, ISDA 
John Young, NRCS 
Kimberly Neumann, NRCS 
Jane Hardisty, NRCS 
Scott Cluppen, NRCS 
Kelley Barkell, NRCS 
Terry Rosen, NRCS 
Adam Jones, NRCS 
Jack Johnson, NRCS 
Barry Eppley, Wabash SWCD 
Tom Crowe 
Tammy Lawson, ISDA 
Jerod Chew, ISDA 
Cris Goode, ISDA 
Cheryl Jarrett, Huntington SWCD 

 
 
 

I. 9:00 AM: Call to Order 
II. Welcome Gary Conant/Introductions 

The SSCB welcomed new member Gary Conant of Versailles, IN to the board. Audience 
introductions followed. 

III. Draft Minutes of January 2007 
Nola Gentry moved to approve the January 2007 minutes as presented.  Bill Mann seconded 
and the motion carried. 

IV. Leadership Development: 
A. Supervisor Resignations/Appointments-Cris Goode 
Cris Goode presented the following appointment/resignations: 
 
Hamilton County requested the appointment of Douglas Quear of Cicero due to the resignation of 
James Riggs. 
 
LaPorte County requested the appointment of Anton Ekovich of Michigan City due to the 
resignation of Bernie Baltes. 
 
Wabash County requested the temporary appointment of Brian Ranck of Lafontaine because they 
did not hold an election. 
 
Warren Baird moved to approve the appointment requests. Mann seconded and the motion 
carried. Approved 
 



 

 

Ohio County requested the temporary appointment of Don Andrew of Dillsboro due to the 
resignation of Pete Perpinzna and the appointment of Jeffery Chipman of Rising Sun due to the 
resignation of Erin Helms. 
 
Mann moved to approve the appointment requests. Larry Clemens seconded and the motion 
carried. 
 
B. District Requests-Bob Eddleman 
The following Clean Water Indiana Grant recipients requested extensions and alterations as follows 

 
Brown, Dubois 403, Kosciusko, Miami, Noble, Starke, Wells, Elkhart, Owen SWCDs requested 
extensions to their Clean Water Indiana Grants.  
 
Jim Cherry moved to grant the extensions as requested. Gentry seconded and the motion 
carried.  

 
Putnam SWCD notified the board that they did partner with their Community Foundation to meet 
the remaining $5,000 of their $10,000 project. They also requested extension approval to move 
forward.  
 
Mann moved to grant the extension as requested. Baird seconded and the motion carried. 
 
Dubois SWCD requested an extension and alteration to the #6-CWI-305 grant.  Dubois requested 
to extend project and change the incentive rate from $100 to $200 per acre.  Discussion followed.  
 
Gentry moved to approve the extension but deny the alteration of the incentive plan. Baird 
seconded and the motion carried.  

 
 

Wayne County requested to alter their budget to reduce printing costs and reallocate those funds to 
purchase seed for their incentive program.  
 
Cherry moved to accept the alteration to the project’s budget. Gentry seconded and the 
motion carried. 

 
Carroll County requested to alter their budget by reducing unnecessary speaker fees and 
reallocating funds to provide field guides at their Tillage workshop.  
 
Gentry moved to accept the alteration to the project’s budget. Mann seconded and the 
motion carried. 

 
Troy Hinkle of Knox County requested clarification on their #6-CWI-201 grant. Hinkle shared that 
the original proposal for Centralized Office Manager proposed that part of the funds go toward 
increasing the salary of an existing position allowing the remainder to be utilized for District 
programs.  Hinkle wanted to clarify that the District planned to leverage the $30,000 funds in a 319 
match to bring $235,000 back to Knox County. Hinkle also requested an extension of their contract.  
 
Gentry moved that the District plans were within the scope of the project and to approve the 
extension. Mann seconded and the motion carried.  

 
C. Leadership Development Workgroup Update- Nola Gentry 
Gentry shared that the Workgroup recently presented a proposal to the ICP Leaders regarding the 
Indiana Leadership Institute.  The proposal builds upon last year’s pilot project.  The institute will 
focus on Supervisors and key District staff. The ICP Strategic Plan is the basis for the proposal ti 
run series of workshops and a train the trainer effort.  DSSs will be key to creating network of 
trainers.  



 

 

 
D. District Support/Updates-Jerod Chew  
DSC Assistant Director Jerod Chew introduced the two DSSs in attendance Jim Lake and Scott 
Trennepohl. Trennepohl will be holding regional meeting next week in Marion.  Chew mentioned 
that DSSs will hold Regional meetings throughout the next few months with IASWCD Regional 
Directorts.  Some points of recent focus are CWI and 319 projects while wrapping up annual 
meetings. There are plans to strengthen District Visits Program.  The two upcoming District Visits 
will take place in Whitley and Clark Counties 
 
DSSs will be helping out with tillage transects where needed. Deb Fairhurst and Ken Eck will 
continue to manage the transect data across the state. Once processed, Fairhurst will provide the 
data state-wide.  

V. Delivery System: 
A. Delivery System Workgroup Update-Jerod Chew 
ISDA/NRCS are currently in technical assistance protocol discussions. 

VI. Funding: 
A. CREP Update-Jerod Chew  
Chew introduced Doug Walker, Upper White River Watershed CREP Coordinator. ISDA recently 
added staff to the CREP effort in all three watersheds. (CREP Report attached.) 
B. Clean Water Indiana Grants – Tammy Lawson 

Lawson stated the third round of CWI should be launched by July 1. The next round will be 
announced pending discussions of to-be-formed sub-committee. 

C. Funding Workgroup Update – Bob Eddleman 
Eddleman stated that budget that includes a $2.5 million annual increase to CWI passed house and 
is now in the senate. 

VII. Accountability:  
A. Accountability Workgroup Update-Tammy Lawson.  
Lawson shared that the original plan to hire a programmer fell through.  DSC plans to procure a 
programmer by next week to begin working on tracking and accountability measures. 

VIII. Technology: 
A. Technology Workgroup Update-Jane Hardisty  
Hardisty asked that Cassandra Vondran of ISDA update the SSCB regarding ISDA’s recent 
purchase of robotic equipment. Vondran reported that the CITs have had the Trimble units for close 
to 2 months. Staff has received initial training and field training is planned to follow. The new units 
save quite a bit of time.  
Outreach:  
B. Outreach Workgroup Update-Cris Goode 
Goode shared that the workgroup plans on focusing on two major projects in the near future. A 
“Who you gonna call list” to build off of DSC’s current speaker list and the vamping up the ICP Web 
site. 

 
IX. CIT Structure Discussion-NRCS/ISDA-(11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.) Handout Attached 
 
X. SSCB Chairman’s Report- Bob Eddleman Report Attached 
 

A. SSCB Discussions-Tammy Lawson 
Lawson presented the following sub-committee to the SSCB to consider: 
The SSCB will meet every other month (Beginning April 07) and sub-committees will hold working 
meetings on the off months.  Official decisions must be deferred until full board meetings.  Bi-
monthly SSCB meeting will be longer in length and allow for more preparation. 
 
The board agreed to the new structure by coming to a consensus. 
 
The Sub-committees are as follows: 
Executive:  Bob Eddleman, Larry Clemens, Nola Gentry 
Clean Water Indiana Grants: Bill Mann, Jim Cherry, Warren Baird 



 

 

SWCD Capacity: Gary Conant, Nola Gentry, Bob Eddleman  
 

XI. ISDA Report-Tammy Lawson 
Lawson reported that ISDA is in daily discussions regarding leveraging opportunities in the 
proposed Budget. She shared that there is a huge support in the legislator for leveraging 
opportunities such as CREP despite the program’s steep learning curve. 

 
 
XII. DNR Report- No Report 
 
XIII. IDEM Report-No Report 
XIV. Purdue Report-No Report 
XV. IASWCD President’s  Report- Jennifer Boyle Written Report Attached 
XVI. NRCS State Conservationist’s Report-Jane Hardisty Written Report Attached 
XVII. Farm Services Agency Report-No Report 
XVIII. SWCD Foundation Report-No Report 
XIX. Public Comment 

The audience thanked the SSCB for coming to Huntington for the day. 
XX. Next Meeting: April 10, 2007 at ISDA 
XXI. Adjourn 1 p.m. 

 
Minutes Prepared By: Cris Goode 
Approved By: 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program Report 3-13-07

March
Watersheds Contracts Acres Obligated Funds
Tippecanoe River 264 1754.60 $250,440.00
Upper White River 75 622.80 $275,095.00
Pigeon/Highland Rivers 71 225.10 $35,920.00

TOTAL 410 2602.50 $561,455.00

CREP Practice Breakdown
Hardwood Tree Planting 43.1
Filter Strips 1860.93
Riparian Buffer 56.7
Wetland Restoration, Non-floodplain 187.8
Bottomland Tree Planting 411.47
Wetland Restoration 42.5

February
Watersheds Contracts Acres Obligated Funds
Tippecanoe River 244 1632.20 $235,830.00
Upper White River 71 580.80 $246,295.00
Pigeon/Highland Rivers 60 170.80 $23,290.00

TOTAL 375 2383.80 $505,415.00

CREP Practice Breakdown
Hardwood Tree Planting 19.1
Filter Strips 1689.1
Riparian Buffer 48
Wetland Restoration, Non-floodplain 213.6
Bottomland Tree Planting 413.5



SSCB Chairman’s Report 
March 13, 2007 

 
 

1. We have been practicing deferred maintenance-ie. Drainage, energy development, 
farm to market roads, urban infrastructure, etc. It is time to reverse this trend in a 
reasonable and logical way. 

 
2. Partnerships must not move on parallel lines – because they never merge. It is 

essential that partnerships move in a converging pattern to make the best use of 
resources. 

 
 
3. A lot of emphasis was placed on the 25/25 effort. This effort is a national 

movement to produce 25% of our energy from renewable sources by 2025. This 
means agriculture should produce no wastes – all should go to some form of 
energy production. 

 
4. NRCS will focus on improving technical expertise, improved delivery and 

conserving private land – 2/3rds of US is private land – 95% of Indiana is private 
land. 
 
Three major NRCS priorities: 
 

a. Address energy issues – energy air, etc. 
b. Finding ways to make conservation easier – tools, programs. 
c. Accountability 
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